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it into an opportunity. When I was sur-
veying damage to a town incinerated 
by the 2020 Labor Day fires, I became 
so immersed in examining the fire 
damage that the rest of the delegation 
went on to the next event, and sud-
denly I realized we were left behind. 
She didn’t miss a beat. She used that 
time to gather more local community 
members who had been so impacted by 
the devastation of losing their homes. 
She managed to find a reporter who 
had also been left behind and arranged 
an impromptu one-on-one exclusive. So 
I utilized that opportunity to learn 
more and to communicate more when 
it could have just been a misstep. Well, 
that is what she does—turns missteps 
into opportunities. 

Cool and calm under pressure, she 
has a way of making everyone feel im-
portant and seen. She connects with 
folks everywhere she goes. 

I was thinking back to one townhall 
we did in early 2020 before the pan-
demic hit and shut things down. It was 
a small gathering in a classroom of a 
local school, but in that group was a 
young girl who was simply entranced 
by Sara. Throughout the townhall, she 
was following her around, imitating 
when Sara would take photos and ask-
ing questions of Sara even though the 
townhall was underway. Sara, being 
the person she is, kept answering those 
questions, kept letting the girl shadow 
her, still managing to get all of her 
work done while also inspiring this ad-
mirer. That is kind of just the charm-
ing ability to connect with folks and to 
stay calm in unexpected situations 
that have made traveling around the 
State long, busy travel days a real joy 
for the entire team. 

When the pandemic turned our world 
upside down in March of last year, she 
used her leadership and organizing 
skills to help me and the entire team 
transition to the new virtual world we 
were suddenly thrown into. She turned 
our townhalls and our weekly sessions 
of local Oregon reporters and television 
stations into virtual events so I could 
continue to provide information and 
connect with constituents during this 
extraordinary national crisis. She led 
the charge in updating our website to 
provide a one-stop shop of resources for 
residents and local businesses for infor-
mation on how to get the help they 
needed. 

To say that Sara will leave a large 
hole in our team when she heads off to 
her new responsibilities would be an 
understatement. Every member of our 
office, whether in Washington, DC, or 
back home in Oregon, is going to miss 
her bright smile, her sharp wit, her in-
fectious energy, and her brilliant 
mind—not to mention that we will also 
miss her border collie, Liz, who has 
been a therapy dog for all of us. 

Sara, if you are watching, and I hope 
you are, know that we all, the extended 
Team Merkley family, wish you well in 
the next phase of your career. Thank 
you for all you have done these past 5- 
plus years, and thank you for all you 

will continue to do to help build a bet-
ter world for the people of Oregon and 
the people of our Nation. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

CHINA 
Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, 20 years 

ago this week, the People’s Republic of 
China became a member of the World 
Trade Organization. There was great 
rejoicing across Washington by lobby-
ists and politicians and bureaucrats 
and, for that matter, among corporate 
CEOs and Wall Street bankers and per-
haps most of all, the Communists in 
Beijing. But for Americans out in the 
heartland, in places like Arkansas, Chi-
na’s entrance into the WTO was noth-
ing to celebrate. That was the moment 
their leaders left them exposed to the 
predations of the Chinese Communist 
Party. 

Millions of Americans lost good-pay-
ing blue-collar jobs to the China trade 
shock in the years that followed. 
Countless small towns, Main Streets, 
and working-class neighborhoods were 
gutted and boarded up. Michigan lost 
24 percent of its manufacturing jobs. 
Ohio lost 27 percent of its manufac-
turing jobs. My home State has lost 26 
percent of all of our manufacturing 
jobs since China joined the World 
Trade Organization. Families were 
shattered and communities crumbled. 
The opioid crisis killed thousands of 
those who were left behind. 

Twenty years ago was nothing less 
than the beginning of the great 
hollowing of our Nation’s industrial 
base, economy, and working class. It is 
worth recalling what our leaders said 
and what they promised as they un-
leashed this disaster. 

During the yearslong lobbying cam-
paign for China, then-President Bill 
Clinton said it was ‘‘ironic . . . that so 
many Americans are concerned about 
the impact on the world of a strong 
China.’’ From an economic standpoint, 
he said, ‘‘this agreement is the equiva-
lent of a one-way street.’’ In other 
words, it was all upside for America if 
only all those knuckle-draggers who 
opposed the Chinese Communist Party 
entering the World Trade Organization 
would get out of the way. 

Now, that attitude was the conven-
tional wisdom in Washington for years, 
and it was in both parties, to be sure. 
Four years after China joined the WTO, 
Republican U.S. Trade Representative 
Bob Zoellick reflected that ‘‘our policy 
has succeeded remarkably well: the 
dragon emerged and joined the world.’’ 

Well, it turns out—not surprisingly— 
that this dragon has fangs and claws, 
and now it is sitting on top of a vast 
pile of looted wealth. It is clear that 
our leaders and their naiveté have cre-

ated a monster by admitting China to 
the WTO. Let’s just review some of the 
numbers. 

Since 2001, China’s economy has 
grown by nearly 1,200 percent, trans-
forming a third-world backwater into 
the second largest economy, largest ex-
porter, and dominant industrial power 
in the world. The PRC today makes 
one out of every four automobiles in 
the world—more than the United 
States, Japan, and South Korea com-
bined. Combined. It makes one out of 
every three merchant ships. In the 
United States, we make basically none. 
In addition, China produces 40 percent 
of mobile phones, 70 percent of tele-
visions, and 96 percent of shipping con-
tainers on which global commerce 
moves. 

Equally worrisome, China has gained 
a stranglehold over the production of 
essential materials. China produces 
more than half of the world’s steel, 
two-thirds of its active ingredients in 
our generic drugs, and processes 85 per-
cent of rare earth elements, 85 percent 
which are used in everything from the 
smartphone in your pocket to advanced 
fighter jets. 

China is also making strides in ad-
vanced technology. A few years ago, 
China’s space agency sent the world’s 
first quantum communications sat-
ellite into orbit. It already possesses 
200 of the world’s 500 fastest supercom-
puters. And Chairman Xi Jinping has 
pledged an astounding $1.4 trillion over 
6 years to help China take the lead in 
cutting-edge fields like semiconductors 
and artificial intelligence. 

The stark fact is that China controls 
nearly a quarter of global trade. A 
stunning 70 percent—70 percent, 7 out 
of 10 countries—in the world trade 
more with China than with the United 
States. 

Now, it would be one thing if China 
had gotten rich and powerful the hon-
est way, through fair competition and 
trade with other countries. 

Instead, China has gotten rich 
through a criminal spree of intellec-
tual property theft, industrial espio-
nage, strong-arm trade agreements, 
and illegal subsidies and protection or 
as the office of U.S. Trade Representa-
tive wrote: 

China has continued to embrace a state- 
led, non-market and mercantilist approach 
to the economy and trade, despite WTO 
members’ expectations—and China’s own 
representations—that China would trans-
form its economy and pursue the open, mar-
ket-oriented policies endorsed by the WTO. 

‘‘Despite WTO’s members’ expecta-
tions.’’ WTO members are stupid if 
they expected China to change its 
ways. 

But in other words, China lied, and 
the rest of the world has paid the price. 
China is the world’s most prolific IP 
thief, stealing the equivalent of Arkan-
sas’ economy two times over every 
year, year after year. And that is just 
the beginning. 

The Chinese Government recruits its 
citizens working and studying in our 
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country to act as spies, infiltrating our 
research laboratories and companies 
and college campuses to steal valuable 
secrets. Chinese nationals are the sub-
ject of nearly half—half—of all FBI 
counterintelligence cases involving 
economic espionage. 

The Chinese Communist Party also 
uses illegal subsidies and trade prac-
tices like dumping to help its ‘‘na-
tional champions’’ offload their stolen 
goods below-market prices. The Chi-
nese Government has poured tens of 
billions of dollars into its steel indus-
try, encouraging overcapacity to flood 
foreign markets with cheap Chinese 
steel. As a result, China’s production of 
crude steel rose from 15 percent of the 
world’s total to 50 percent between 2000 
and 2017, while 64 percent of America’s 
raw steel producers were totally wiped 
out, two-thirds of it gone. 

Of course, the World Trade Organiza-
tion exists—supposedly, allegedly—to 
curb these kinds of abuses, but it has 
utterly failed to get China to change 
its ways and live up to its promises. If 
anything, under Chairman Xi, China 
has dropped even the pretense that it is 
on the path to freeing its economy and 
society. 

Twenty years after China entered the 
WTO, it is clear that China has be-
trayed our trust and is waging an eco-
nomic war against us. We didn’t seek 
out this conflict, but now that it has 
started, we have no choice but to finish 
it. 

Congress can start by passing my 
bill, the China Trade Relations Act, to 
terminate China’s permanent normal 
trade relations status. We ought to ac-
knowledge there is nothing normal 
about our trading relationship with 
China, and we cannot afford the state 
of affairs to be permanent. We should 
return to the pre-WTO status quo that 
recognized China as a nonmarket, com-
munist country, to which I would add 
now, committing genocide against its 
own people. If we do this, we can begin 
to correct the historic mistake our 
leaders made 20 years ago when they 
welcomed China into the WTO with 
open arms and open wallets and un-
leashed that dragon on the world. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection. 

S.J. RES. 29 
Mr. MARKEY. I rise today in opposi-

tion to the latest effort by Republicans 
to undermine Americans’ health and 
safety. COVID–19 remains a grave dan-
ger. We have lost more than 775,000 
Americans to this virus, and cases are 
rising yet again. 

Despite this clear and present dan-
ger, millions of workers across this 
country have been showing up to their 

jobs every day since this pandemic 
began. Essential workers, nurses, doc-
tors, janitors, security guards, retail 
employees, and countless more were 
never able to work remotely. They 
can’t Zoom to the cash register, check-
out, or the driver’s seat of a bus. But 
these workers faced and continue to 
face on-the-job exposures and the haz-
ards those exposures entail. 

We are lucky to have tools to miti-
gate these dangers for workers. Testing 
works. Vaccines work. Booster shots 
work. Masks work. And as these new 
variants begin circulating around the 
globe and as vaccine effectiveness be-
gins to wane, for those who were 
among the first vaccinated, especially 
for older Americans and the immune 
compromised, it is incredibly impor-
tant that everyone get their boosters 
now. 

Let me just say that again: If you are 
eligible, don’t wait. Get your booster 
shot now. If you have two shots already 
and you got them 6 months ago, you 
are not fully vaccinated. If you don’t 
have your third shot right now, you are 
not fully vaccinated. If you have two 
shots already, and it is more than 6 
months after you got those first two 
shots, just understand that, when you 
say ‘‘I am vaccinated,’’ it is not accu-
rate. You need the third shot. 

Not only do the vaccines work, but 
vaccine requirements work. They in-
crease vaccination rates and improve 
worker safety. We have seen in Massa-
chusetts that, as the State government 
implemented vaccine requirements, 
vaccination rates approached 95 per-
cent of State employees. 

We aren’t just the Bay State; we are 
also the ‘‘Brain State.’’ We listened to 
what scientists and medical experts are 
telling us. 

So to protect workers, the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administra-
tion, or OSHA, at the Department of 
Labor, published a rule known as an 
emergency temporary standard—an 
emergency temporary standard, or 
ETS. That emergency temporary 
standard will keep employees safe by 
requiring large companies to ensure 
that each of their workers is fully vac-
cinated. 

And if employees cannot or will not 
be vaccinated, they simply must test 
negative for COVID–19 at least once a 
week before coming into work. It is as 
simple as that: Get vaccinated or get 
tested. 

The ETS also requires that employ-
ees protect their coworkers by wearing 
a mask in the workplace. This require-
ment is not onerous. In fact, it is flexi-
ble for all workers to require employ-
ees to provide paid time off to workers 
to get vaccinated and ensures that paid 
leave is provided for recovery from any 
side effects of the vaccinations that 
keep employees from being able to 
work. 

These are simple, commonsense rules 
that will save lives—testing, masks, 
vaccines, boosters. OSHA estimates 
that its emergency temporary standard 

will prevent 6,500 people from dying 
and 250,000 people from having to go to 
become hospitalized over just a 6- 
month period. 

But while Democrats and the Biden 
Administration are doing everything 
possible to maintain an economic and 
health recovery, Republicans are doing 
everything they can to undercut 
science and confidence in this adminis-
tration. This latest attempt—trying to 
overturn the OSHA emergency tem-
porary standard and threatening to un-
dermine the health and safety of mil-
lions of workers—is outrageous and the 
worst kind of political stunt. 

We mandate vaccinations for our 
children so that they can be healthy 
and go to school. We mandate vaccina-
tions so our servicemembers are pro-
tected in the line of duty. Let us pro-
tect our workers in our workplaces so 
that they can stay healthy and stay on 
the job. 

But there is a terrible irony here 
from my Republican colleagues. At the 
exact same time that the Grand Old 
Party is bemoaning this OSHA worker 
protection effort as a so-called man-
date, they are celebrating mandating 
government control over women’s re-
productive freedom at the Supreme 
Court. They would rather mandate gov-
ernment control over a woman’s body 
than mandate worker safety. 

If we want to end this pandemic, we 
need to get as many people vaccinated 
as we can. Unfortunately, Republicans 
see a political benefit to prolonging the 
pain and the suffering from the virus 
and preventing vaccinations where pos-
sible. 

This is wrong. This is immoral. And I 
urge my colleagues to support the 
OSHA emergency temporary standard. 
I urge my colleagues to support that 
emergency temporary standard and op-
pose this effort by Republicans to over-
turn this critical, life-protecting regu-
lation, which is on the books, if we can 
keep it there. 

So we need to ensure that we are say-
ing to every family: We have your 
back. We are going to be protecting 
you. We are going to make sure those 
safeguards are in place. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NOMINATION OF RACHAEL S. ROLLINS 
Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I rise today 

to strongly oppose the confirmation of 
Rachael Rollins to be U.S. attorney in 
Massachusetts. 

Many Americans have probably never 
heard of Rachael Rollins, but they are 
becoming very familiar with the kind 
of lawlessness and dangerous crime 
that radical, leftwing district attor-
neys like her have generated. Under 
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